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In accordance with state law, N.J.S.A. 18A:39-1, all public elementary school students
(grades K-8) who live more than two miles from their school and all public secondary
school students (grades 9-12) who live more than two-and-a-half miles from their school
are entitled to transportation. These students are said to live "remote from school."
Measurement is made by the shortest distance along public roadways or walkways
between the entrance to the student's home and the nearest public entrance of the school
building. This measurement is for eligibility purposes only and is not necessarily the travel
path to or from school.
Boards of education are not required by law to provide busing for students who live less
than remote from school even for safety reasons.
The School District of the Chathams offers transportation called Subscription Busing for
students who reside less than remote distance from school for a yearly fee. It is offered for
Chatham High School, Chatham Middle School, Southern Boulevard School, Lafayette
School and the Green Village area of Washington School. A new application must be filled
out every spring for the next school year. Priority seats go to those who live remote from
school, and remaining seats are made available to subscription riders on a previously
mandated route. If a bus is full, and a student moves into the district and lives remote from
school, the last subscription rider added will be removed and the pro-rated dollar amount
will be returned.
Every effort is made to accommodate all pupils who desire subscription busing, however,
with enrollment increases each year, many routes are at or near capacity and a seat may
not be available. As a result, the number of applications received will often exceed the
number of seats available and will be denied, or placed on a waiting list.

For any additional questions or concerns, please contact
Anne Prenovost
aprenovost@chatham-nj.org
973-457-2526

