
1 

 

THE MILTON EXPRESS 

OCTOBER 31, 2017 

 
 

 M  A  S 

Message from the Principal 
 Autumn is such a special time of year!  There is an extra “nip” in the air, the days are getting short-
er, and pumpkins and haystacks decorate many houses in the neighborhood.  This time of year also pro-
vides numerous opportunities for us to recognize how thankful we are for the people and things that sur-
round us in our everyday lives.  

 I am extremely thankful for the opportunity to work with the students and staff at Milton Avenue 
School.  We have such a wonderful learning community where all individuals are celebrated for the spe-
cial skills and traits that they bring with them on a daily basis.  Each person in the learning community 
contributes to the success in bringing about the best in each and every child who enters through our 
doors.  We have been dedicating a great deal of time explaining to the children how important it is to 
maintain a growth mindset when confronting challenges or setbacks.  So instead of your child saying, 
“This is too hard”, perhaps he/she can say, “This may take some time and effort.”  I will continue to ex-
plain concepts related to growth mindset in future issues of The Milton Express.   

 The month of October also brought about Mindful Mondays to Milton Avenue School.  Students in 
grades 1-3 have experienced how to be more mindful in their hearing by engaging in calming activities 
each Monday morning before beginning the school day.  In the end, we hope that these mindfulness ac-
tivities will allow the students to notice and be more aware of their own bodies, thoughts, feelings, and 
emotions.  Research has shown that engaging in mindfulness activities has the potential of improving 
attention, compassion, and emotional self-regulation. 

 As you are aware, the month of November will bring about our new arrival and dismissal proce-
dures due to construction.  Please be sure to thoroughly review the procedures which have been sent via 
School Messenger so the children can arrive to and leave school safely beginning on November 1.  We will 
include a construction update in future Milton Expresses.  Check out the “Construction Corner” on page 2. 

I would like to thank all of the members of the learning community for making such a positive 
difference for our students; teachers, support staff, parents, and the community working together in part-
nership to promote and witness amazing growth and development on the part of our students.  Have a 
wonderful Thanksgiving break with your family and friends! 

 Sincerely, 

 Mr. Nick Andreazza 

 

 

 

NOVEMBER 5 

TURN YOUR 

CLOCKS BACK 

AN HOUR! 
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Not only do we stress 
the importance of aca-
demic growth at Mil-
ton Avenue School, 
but we also stress the 
social, emotional, and 
mental development 
of the children as well.   

During the Week of 
Respect (October 2-6), 
the students stood in 
unity against bullying 
as they all wore blue 
to kick off the week 
and formed an anti-
bullying ribbon on the 
blacktop. 

NOVEMBER HIGHLIGHTS 

The month of NOVEMBER provides many opportunities for members of the learning community to 
come together to support our school and families.   

 Walk-to-School Day is on Wednesday, November 1. 

 Pizza Parlor is scheduled for Friday, November 3. 

 Our Candy for the Troop collection ends on November 3.   

 Please be sure to attend the evening PTO meeting at 7:00 pm on Thursday, November 16. 

 Picture Day retakes will happen on Thursday, November 16. 

 Spirit wear is every Friday! 

CONSTRUCTION  
CORNER 
We anticipate construction on or 
about the week of November 
6.  We will begin new AM arrival and PM dismis-
sal procedures on November 1.  It is ESSENTIAL 
that you become aware of these procedures prior 
to their implementation.  Please review and dis-
cuss the attached document with your children.  

 Construction Entry Dismissal Procedure   

Leftover Halloween 

Candy Collection 

Milton will be collecting any leftover or un-
wanted Halloween candy to be shipped to 

our troops.  All candy must be 
wrapped.  Please place your donations in the 

marked box outside the front office  

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/uwx6PAOSdZpHPcXSPGLqqg~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRbxjZrP0EIAOzvIoqJreVXB3NjaG9vbG1YBAAAAABCCgAD6wLlWZhKJiBSHW1ob2xsaW5nc3dvcnRoQGNoYXRoYW0tbmoub3JnCVEEAAAAAER1aHR0cHM6Ly9tc2cuc2Nob29sbWVzc2VuZ2VyLmNvbS9tLz9zPUkzOEFuWFdDNG5vJm1hbD1k
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Veterans Needed! 
Milton Avenue School will be celebrating Veterans Day on Monday, November 
13, 2017.  We are pleased to invite all veterans (who will be introduced by their 
MAS student at the assembly) to take part in the festivities with us at 9:00 a.m. 
that morning!  If you are a veteran or know a veteran who would like to join us, 
please ask him or her to mark the date on the calendar and RSVP to Trish Martin 
(pmartin@chatham-nj.org) by November 3, 2017.  

 

All MAS students are invited to show their support by wearing patriotic colors that day! 

THANK YOU FOR TRICK OR TREATING FOR UNICEF 

PLEASE RETURN ALL BOXES BY  

NOVEMBER 3 

NOVEMBER  

HOLIDAYS 
Teachers Convention:  There is 
an early dismissal on Wednesday, 

November 8 and school is closed on Thursday and 
Friday, November 9 and 10. 

Thanksgiving Break:  There is an early dismissal on 
Wednesday, November 22 and school is closed on 
Thursday and Friday, November 23 and 24. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION FOR BOTH HOLIDAYS: 

Grades 1, 2, and 3:  8:35 a.m. – 12:35 p.m. 
 

Kindergarten:   
AM session hours:  8:35 a.m. – 10:35 a.m. 
PM session hours:  10:35 a.m. – 12:35 p.m. 

 
Preschool:  
Full Day session hours:  9:00 a.m.—12:00 
AM session hours:  8:40 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. 
PM session hours:  10:40 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

 

MILTON MEETING 
We celebrated our students 
at the monthly Milton 
Meeting on October 
30.  Students entertained 
each other with the Hallow-

een songs they have been practicing in Mu-
sic.  Mr. Andreazza gave a special thanks to 
Ms. Shaw for doing such a wonderful job.  
We also recognized students for achievement 
in Art, Music, P.E., Library and Technology, as 
well as the Principal’s Student of the Month.  
Congratulations to all of our students who 
were recognized at our Milton Meeting!  

Principal’s Student of the Month Award:  
Kieran Lange, Hudson Hindelong, Georgia 
Hodge, and Emma Acomb 
Outstanding Artist:  Justin Klatt, Sophia Al-
berici, and Andrew Barrette 
Marvelous Musician:  Nigel Callahan, Riya 
Matthew, and Nick Pacchia 
MVP Award:  Max Keltz, Liam Rowell, and 
Cara Lynch 

Library Legend:  Valery Hoyos Martinez, 
Thomas Patellaro, Sinclair Apoian, and Nick 
Fodero 
STEM Superstar:  Jack O’Donnell, Sofie Rice, 
Bennett Doroski, and Brooke Nugent 
 

mailto:kmcmurry@chatham-nj.org
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Counselor Corner  Carole Soder csoder@chatham-nj.org 

The counseling groups are going to begin in November. Throughout the year, students have the opportuni-
ty to participate in groups that have different themes such as social skills, regulating emotions or coping 
with separation and divorce.  Groups provide a setting in which children are able to learn through social 
interactions.  One of the many benefits of joining a group is that children learn that they are not alone; 
groups provide support and help you realize that other students experience similar challenges. ... 

I will be offering the following groups: 

Buddy Group - This group focuses on social skills, manners, cooperating, making friends, improving com-
munication skills and learning to work with others. This group is intended for students who are struggling in 
one or more of these areas and need support. 

FISH ( For students who have Families In Separate Households (divorce)) - Students come together with 
other students who are experiencing divorce and living in 2 households. We focus on sharing feelings about 
our personal situation, being empathetic, and forming a bond to support each other through this common 
experience. 

Emotional Regulation - This group focuses on coping skills to help children manage their emotions. We will 
focus on self-control and appropriate emotional expression and responses when feeling sad, frustrated, 
angry or overwhelmed. We will also learn strategies to help keep our emotions from “taking over”, specifi-
cally designed for students who have difficulty moving forward when upset. 

Marty Vistacion /Doug Finken    
mvisitaction@chatham-nj.org / dfinken@chatham-nj.org 

The first graders have been a lot of fun so far this 

year.  Most recently, we have been working on throwing and catching skills through practice and game 

play.  They have been demonstrating good sportsmanship and putting forth a solid effort in class. 

Second and third graders have completed fitness testing concepts in the following area; Pacer Run 

(cardiovascular endurance), Push Up Test (muscular strength) and Curl Up Test (muscular endurance).  

Students are learning that fitness is a life long skill and how fitness applies to different areas of daily life 

and activities.  In the spring, a second assessment will be completed to compare growth and achieve-

ment. 

ON THE RUN 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING IN THE CLASSROOMS... 

PRE-SCHOOL: October has been a busy month for the preschoolers.  We completed 

our TREE study by exploring different kinds of trees, how trees grow, and what animals can 
be found in trees.  We finished the month by learning about the sights and sounds of Hal-
loween.  Next month, we will explore the topics of FAMILY, HARVEST and THANKSGIV-
ING. !  

KINDERGARTEN: Kindergarten has been busy learning about fall this month!  We learned about the charac-

teristics of fall, painted fall trees and got to practice our math skills on pumpkin ten frames with play dough!  In 
Social Studies, we have begun our unit about what makes each of us special and unique through our All About 
Me projects.  In reading workshop, we learned a lot about reading storybooks and will begin to focus on strate-
gies for decoding words.  We are looking forward to learning about Thanksgiving and traditions in Novem-
ber.  Gobble, gobble! 

FIRST GRADE:  First Graders worked very hard at school during the month of October.  We learned new strat-

egies and good habits for solving hard words when we are reading.  Ask your child about Eagle Eye, Stretchy 
Snake, Skippy Frog and Chunky Monkey.  Hopefully they are applying these strategies when they are reading at 
home too!  First graders learned a lot about subtraction.  We've learned interesting words like take away, com-
parison and difference.  We've learned that we have to start with the whole amount when we are subtracting.  
We enjoyed learning about the moon and the moon phases in Science.  Has your child shared about “Jack and Jill 
in the Moon” with you?  They may never look at the moon in the same way again.  Unfortunately we had to 
postpone our field trip to the Reeds Arboretum in Summit due to the rain and wind.  We are working on resched-
uling in November before the weather turns too cold and the beautiful leaves are off the trees. 

SECOND GRADE: October was a busy month for second graders!  As readers, second 
graders have been working on using strategies to solve tricky words as well as posting 
their thinking when they read.  As writers, they have been working hard on stretching 
out their small moment stories with elaboration and bringing those stories to life.  Sec-
ond grade scientists have been exploring the properties of matter and its different states.  
They love doing experiments as they learn these concepts.   

As we look ahead to November, second grade social scientists will read Molly’s Pilgrim, a novel that teaches us 
that there are different kinds of pilgrims besides the Thanksgiving Pilgrims.  After completing the novel study, the 
students will be asked to interview someone in their family to learn more about their family's past.  Students will 
then create a pilgrim doll that represents a country from their family's heritage.  More information about this 
project will be sent home in your child’s folder around Thanksgiving. 

THIRD GRADE: Third graders were busy in the month of October!  Writing is well underway and students 

have started their personal narratives by choosing a seed idea and are developing it to include sensory details 
(trying to SHOW not TELL), and sprinkling in dialog.  Our next step is publishing!   

In reading, third graders are busy learning how to use post-its to stop and jot their thinking and then stretch their 
thinking by writing about it in their reading workshop notebooks.  They have chosen just right books and are 
working towards individual goals.  We are finishing up our first unit, Building a Reading Life, and will all start to 
explore MYSTERIES in the coming weeks! 

In math, we finished learning about addition and subtraction, however, PLEASE continue to practice basic addi-
tion and subtraction facts to help increase speed and accuracy.  We have also started a third grade favorite - mul-
tiplication! 
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Jewel Barkley, RN  School Nurse/Health Educator, jbarkley@chatham-nj.org 

There have been several sporadic cases of lice reported to me by parents in various 
grade levels.  I understand this is very alarming and troubling to you, and therefore causing a great deal of anxie-
ty - "I get it."  In the spring of 2013, the Board of Education approved a Lice Policy that all of the district nurses 
worked on for over one and a half years.  The nurses decided to take on the enormous challenge to collect the 
most up-to-date scientific information available regarding head lice.  There were many factors contributing to 
spur us on; primarily, we undertook this project to collect and disseminate accurate information to our parent 
community, to reduce the number of school days missed by a student having nits, as well as to reduce the em-
barrassment and stigma so wrongly associated with head lice.  The policy developed is based on years of scien-
tific research.   

Lice are not seasonal pest, but can occur at any time throughout the year.  We usually think of the incidence of 
lice increasing during the fall and winter months.  This is because we are inside our homes and having closer con-
tacts with others.  Young children by nature tend to put their heads together and exhibit parallel play. I would 
recommend checking your child's hair and scalp now and every 2-3 weeks.  Also, a key indicator is an extremely 
itchy scalp accompanied by the individual persistently scratching their head.  Take the time to be proactive and 
review all of the Head Lice Resources before your child contracts this pest, and to learn why we do the things we 
do related to head lice.  I know many of you have no experience with 'what to look for' when talking about head 
lice.  Familiarize yourself by reviewing the articles and pictures on the website.  Think of this as a 101 educational 
tutorial that is required parental reading.  Lastly, the school setting is NOT the source for spreading head lice, but 
rather it is spread through head to head contact with family and friends.  Head lice are not a sign of uncleanli-
ness, they are not the source of disease, and they pose no hazards to health.  As Benjamin Franklin once said, "An 
ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure."   

The Stetho-Scoop Absence Line: 973-457-2508, press 1 

Library Lore   
Jill Mills, jmills@chatham-nj.org 

During this month of respect, all classes heard three titles, 
three different perspectives about one bullying experienc-

es.  In the library, we read Weird, from the perspective of Luisa, the girl who was targeted.  Students ex-
pressed empathy and strong strategies to handle themselves should they ever be in a similar situation.  In 
second and third grades, the students chose polka dots to write something about themselves that makes 
them proud or special.  Those dots are decorating the library as a reminder to "never let anyone change 
your polka dots!" 

We followed up our discussions with digital citizenship lessons that tied into the same theme.  All grades 
have now had experience with our new curriculum and Nearpod lessons on keeping ourselves safe online.   
More will follow throughout the year as we try our hand at research projects! 

Thank you to everyone who has participated in our Birthday Book program!  A special thank you to 
Michele Lynch and Christine Walter for their coordination of this program.  Thank you to Christine Walter 
(again) and Cathy Pearson for their help in organizing the Reading Program.  This year's theme is "Reading 
is Super!" which is a great tie-in with our building's superhero theme!  Please be sure to have your child 
complete a reading log for all books he or she is reading. 

mailto:jbarkley@chatham-nj.org
http://www.chatham-nj.org/Page/9951
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MUSIC NOTES 
Veronica Shaw, vshaw@chatham-nj.org 

Our singers did a wonderful job at this month’s Milton Assembly.  Each grade had an oppor-
tunity to showcase a fun Halloween song: 

First Grade - This Old Ghost 
Second Grade - Ghost of Halloween 

Third Grade - Ghosts and Goblins 
Mark your calendars!  The first week of December will be a busy week for our singers with holiday concerts 
(same week as Parent/Teacher Conferences).  

First Grade – December 5 at 9 a.m. 
Second Grade – December 6 at 9 a.m. 

Third Grade –December 7 at 9 a.m. 
And don’t forget the chorus will be singing at the tree lighting at the public library on December 2 (time to 
be determined)! 

Your child(ren) may be interested in signing up for a free account on the QuaverMusic.com website.  Chil-
dren will need parental assistance signing up, as a free account does require a parent email address and an 
access code from Ms. Shaw.  From Quaver Street, students can explore several activities (games, songs, 
videos, music genres, etc) within each area: the Quaver Music Shop (including the Studio and Music Lab), 
the Music Room, and the Metro.  Directions to sign up can be accessed from the Milton Related Arts 
webpage.  Email Ms. Shaw with your child’s name/class to receive a class QuaverCode or ask any Quaver 

 

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN… 
Doug Finken,  dfinken@chatham-nj.org 

Marty Visitacion,  mvisitacion@chatham-nj.org 

First Grade:  During the month of October students discussed effective decision-making skills and person-

al strategies to reduce injuries to themselves and others to support a healthy lifestyle. Topics discussed 

included "Learning how to Tell and not Tattletale", fire safety and bullying!   

Second Grade and Third Grade:  Last week, the second and third grade students learned about conflict 

resolution.  Students are aware that they can come to an adult to solve a problem, but for minor conflicts, 

they are encouraged to try and solve it themselves first.  The students were given some methods of solv-

ing conflicts called, “The Wheel of Choice.”  The options on the “Wheel of Choice” are: ignore it, talk it 

out, tell them to stop, apologize, go to another game, share and take turns, count to 10, and use an “I” 

message.  While there are many more ways than this to solve a conflict, these will help give the students 

some options to solve problems that may occur both in and out of school. 

https://www.quavermusic.com/Default.aspx
https://www.chatham-nj.org/Page/4718
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Let’s Peek Inside... Design & Technology 

Amanda Turton, aturton@chatham-nj.org 

Students are working hard on their engineering design projects and showing great collabora-
tion skills and creativity.  Visit Milton’s D&T website: https://www.chatham-nj.org/
Page/15211 to check out our design projects and find helpful resources.  Read more about 
what’s coming up for each grade level below. 

Kindergarten 
 Rosie Revere Engineer Project 

 What do engineers do? 
 Building & creating our own inventions 

1st Grade 

 Yertle the Turtle Tower Design Challenge 
 How can we improve our tower designs? 
 Introduction to the EduTyping Program 

2nd Grade 
 Little Piggy House Design Challenge 

 Create and test our house designs 
 How can we improve our designs? 
 Introduction to Google Drive Tools 

3rd Grade 
 Gummy Bear Parachute Design Challenge 

 Create and test our parachute designs 
 How can we improve our parachute designs? 
 Using Google Drive Tools throughout the Engineering Design Process 

 

Accessing EduTyping from Home 

1. Go to the Milton Avenue School website. 

2. Click on the "Shortcuts" button, then follow the EduTyp-

ing link to the Clever page. 

3. Select "Log in with LDAP". 

4. Students should use their assigned computer usernames and passwords 

to sign in to Clever. 

5. Once signed in, students should click on the EduTyping app icon. 

 
COMMUNITY NEWS 

Keep up to date on the latest happenings in the Chathams!  Information is available on the Milton website  

for the following upcoming events: 

 CEF Annual Trivia Night: November 4  . 

 STEM Adventure 

https://www.chatham-nj.org/Page/15211
https://www.chatham-nj.org/Page/15211
http://http/www.chatham-nj.org/Domain/1098
http://http/www.chatham-nj.org/Domain/1098
http://https/clever.com/oauth/authorize?response_type=code&state=a26a01d7287fcfdac185ffc70ce6ed4feab91821ae0344db107f0901aeeaef76&redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Fclever.com%2Fin%2Fauth_callback&client_id=4c63c1cf623dce82caac&channel=clever&district_id=57d701defc7c
http://https/clever.com/oauth/authorize?response_type=code&state=a26a01d7287fcfdac185ffc70ce6ed4feab91821ae0344db107f0901aeeaef76&redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Fclever.com%2Fin%2Fauth_callback&client_id=4c63c1cf623dce82caac&channel=clever&district_id=57d701defc7c
http://www.chatham-nj.org/Domain/1098
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From the Art Room  
Kenji Hasegawa 

khasegawa@chatham-nj.org 

First grade classes are learning about the artist Pablo Picasso and creating a “Picasso Witch” as a 

tie in with Halloween.  Picasso was famous for his abstract style of Modern art called Cubism where he 

would break up the subject into many different shapes and then repaint it from different angles.  Stu-

dents practiced their drawing and cutting techniques as they worked on the witch face, hat and different 

features.  They used different color construction paper to create their witch and filled in the background 

with Halloween inspired ideas.  Great work!  

Second graders this month created “Name Monsters” as a tie in with Halloween.  Students 

learned how to write their name on a folded paper, then fold the paper and rub the back with a ruler to 

make a mirror image of their name on the opposite side of the fold.  Once this was done, students used 

their creativity to create a symmetrical monster.  After all details were added, the students painted the 

artwork making sure that the color was the same on both sides of the fold.   Students also learned about 

owls this month, and created “Wise Owl” drawings.  The artwork was created on a photocopy of diction-

ary paper to show how owls are often considered wise for their characteristics.  Students studied owl 

drawings and then created their own.  Stunning work! 

Third grade learned about movement, A Principle of Design, by creating Skeletons using construc-

tion paper.  In Art, movement gives the viewer hints that the subject is in motion.  Students had the chal-

lenge of creating a pose for their skeleton that showed heads, arms, legs, bodies in some sort of motion.  

Students made skeletons appear to run, jump, and even dance.  Action lines were added around the skel-

eton to give even more movement to the artwork.  Great Halloween inspired work! 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
CHEERS! 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:   
Happy Halloween everyone!  Perhaps it is only fitting that MAS began October in 
character- with Mr. Andreazza as our guest cowboy at the Wild West Book Fair.  
Thank you Karen Bruzzo, Robin Engelson and Marcelle Leslie for running a fun 
event!  PTO Vice President Yvonne Greenwood helped keep the excitement alive, 
bringing the Simon Sez assembly to MAS, where the kids learned valuable lessons 
about respect while on their feet dancing, clapping and waving their hands!  It 

was obvious that students had lots of energy to channel and to help with that, Mr. V, Chrissy Stanley 
and Jen Semioli organized a fun MAS Duathlon.  Following that were big smiles for picture day – which 
went smoothly, thanks to Lorraine Teisch.   

Smiles were all around as the children gathered to take a picture with Chatham Borough Police Officer 
Roy George who greeted the students and spoke to them about traffic safety at our first Walk To 
School Wednesday.  Emilie Boggis always does an amazing job with her guessing games at the Walk to 
School table, so please break out your scooters, bikes and running shoes again because Walk To School 
Wednesday is already here for November!  Look for the table outside the MAS front door on Wednes-
day, November 1! 

Our next PTO meeting is also right around the corner.  Please join us Thursday, November 16 at 7:00 
p.m. in the MAS Library.  The first meeting was a big success thanks to our guest speaker, Superinten-
dent of Schools, Dr. Michael LaSusa. 

Another success effort this month was the Flood Bucket Drive.  We assembled close to 14 buckets 
worth of supplies.  MAS joined various organizations that helped Chatham donate about 200 flood 
buckets.  Great job! And a big thanks to Peggy Melvin for spearheading the initiative (see below). 

Please consider donating leftover Halloween Candy for the troops and participating in trick-or-treat for 
UNICEF.  I get to spend my night with Guardians of the Galaxy’s Star-Lord and a zombie football player 
– yikes!  Hopefully, no matter what monsters, superheroes or princesses you trick-or-treat with, you all 
have a wonderful night! 

Meredith Eckert Tuminaro 
PTO President 2017-18 

FLOOD BUCKET UPDATE! 

Thanks to the generosity of our wonderful families, Milton was able to provide several buckets of cleaning 

supplies for hurricane relief.  The Flood Bucket drive is part of a larger community effort run through 

UMCOR and was spearheaded by Milton’s retired Kindergarten teacher, Peggy Melvin.  Thank you for 

making a difference in the lives of those affected by the recent hurricanes. 


