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Hello LAF Families, 

 
 I am starting to think that the snowflakes I have decorating the newslet-
ter should be raindrops and mud puddles instead. To think of all the shoveling 
that we already did last year at this time! 
 
 We are beginning to secure dates for the transition events that will take 
place to prepare our students and their parents as they move to the middle school 
- hard to believe! Please see below: 
 

March 22 - Special Education CMS Parent Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
April 19 - Bob Accardi, CMS Principal, attends LAF PTO Meeting  
May 8 - CMS Parent Orientation 7:00 p.m. 
June 1 - 5th Grade Students Visit CMS (during school day) 

  
 If you are interesting in helping to volunteer during our lunch recess pe-
riods, please send me an email (ccaggiano@chatham-nj.org). We are always 
thankful for more eyes and even some adults to help organize games for the stu-
dents. Be sure to let me know when you can help so we know that you are com-
ing. 
  
 Don’t’ forget that Michael Thompson will be in Chatham on Monday, 
January 30th. He will talk with the 5th grade students in the morning, there will 
be a presentation for the staff in the afternoon and a 7:00 p.m. presentation for 
the parents titled “The Pressured Child”.  
  
 Thank you to the Municipal Alliance Committee of the Chathams 
(MACC), SBS PTO, PTO of the Chathams, CHS PTO, CMS PTO, LAS PTO & MAS 
PTO for bringing Dr. Thompson to Chatham. It should be a worthwhile day for 
all! 

 

January 

26        PTO Meeting -  9:15am LAF Cafeteria 

30        The Pressured Child: Helping Your Child Find Success in School and Life 

 (7:00pm Chatham High School) See Information Sheet Attached 

 

February 

1  Candid/Club Picture Day 

3         Teacher Professional Day/Delayed Opening for Students (10:40am) 

6 Board of Education Meeting  -  7:30pm—Chatham High School 

8         Snow Date for Candid/Club Picture Day 

10 Author’s Day/Welcome, Lenore Look  

16         PTO Meeting  - 9:15am LAF Cafeteria -                                                                                   

17  Early Dismissal for Staff and Students 12:40pm (D day) 

20/21 Winter Break/No School for Staff or Students 

A Message from the Principal 

It is not about being the best, it is about being your best! 

http://www.chatham-nj.org/laf/site/default.asp
http://www.chatham-nj.org/laf/icalSW/calendar.asp?cal=em
http://www.chartwellsschooldining.com/chatham/content/menus.asp?1567Nav=|&NodeID=460


PTO Ponderings 
       

  Elizabeth Henrici, PTO President  Mary Sue Hughes, PTO VO 
                thehenricis@gmail.com                 mssuber@verizon.net 

 

As part of a continuing effort to bring timely and thought-provoking speakers to Chatham parents, the PTO of the Chat-

hams and MACC invite you to a presentation by Michael Thompson, renowned psychologist, school consultant and au-

thor on Monday January 30th at 7pm at the CHS Auditorium.  He will be focusing his remarks on ―The Pressured Child:  

Helping Your Child Find Success in School and in Life.‖  This should be an excellent evening, so please join us!  More 

information is attached at the end of the newsletter. 

 

Also, take a look at the fun events to which we are invited by our sister Chatham schools – the SBS Golf Outing and the 

Princeton Tigertones at CMS brought to you by WAS.  More information can be found later in the newsletter. 

 

Speak up!!!  Want a say in how your PTO is run?  How we spend your money?  Where we spend our time?  Keep an eye 

out for the Parent Survey!  Coming your way in the next week or so!!  Make your opinions known!! 

 

 
Nurse’s Office….Mary Ellen Urbanowicz, RN, CSN 

.  
To All Fifth Grade Parents: All incoming sixth graders require a physical exam and two immuni-

zations to enter Chatham Middle School.  The two New Jersey State requirements for 11 year old students 

(born after 1/1/97) are: the Meningococcal Conjugate (mcV4) vaccine and the Tetanus, Diphtheria and Pertus-

sis (Tdap) vaccine. If your child has already had their physical and immunizations please submit them to me 

and I will update their medical records.   

 

You can print out the Physician’s Report from home.  Go to: Lafayette School – Departments – Nurse’s 

Office- Forms- district Physical Exam Report – Print.  If your child is going to his/her Physician before 

the end of our school year, you can submit the Physical and proof of immunizations to me: otherwise 

submit them to Sue Butler, RN, CSN at Chatham Middle School by September 1, 2012. 

 

To All Fourth Grade Parents: Please submit any physical forms from your child to the Health Office.  We 

will keep track of those physicals on your child’s Medical Record.  It is highly recommended for your child to 

see the Pediatrician at least yearly for a physical.  Please submit the Physical Exam Report at any time during 

the school year. 

 

Any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.  Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.  

 

PLEASE CONTINUE TO CALL THE ATTENDANCE LINE 973-457-2507 ext 4010, if your child will 

BE LATE OR ABSENT. 

 

Valentine’s Day Cards  
 

 Again this year we requested that you do not attach candy or other edible treats to 

your child’s Valentine’s Day cards or envelopes.  This will insure the health, safety, and 

full participation of all of our students.  This procedure, which has been in place in Chat-

ham for several years, will be followed by all K-5 schools.  If you have questions, please 

contact our school nurse, Mary Ellen Urbanowicz.  Thank you. 

mailto:thehenricis@gmail.com


 Message from Bryan Fleming….Assistant Principal 
 

No snow no jackets??? 
 
 Who would have guessed that this winter would be so mild after the October snow 
storm?  Other than the small storm this past weekend, winter has been very quite and relatively warm... for 
winter. Many students are leaving their jackets inside or are taking them off once they get outside. The lunch 
aides are working hard and are constantly reminding them that if they were sent to school with a coat they 
should wear that coat, but a friendly reminder from home would be greatly appreciated.  
  Another topic of discussion the lunch aides brought to my attention is their concern that several stu-
dents are throwing away their meals and only eating snacks. They will continue to encourage the students to 
eat their meals before they dive into their snacks. Please don't hesitate to contact me with any questions and/
or concerns or if you want me to relay a message to the lunch/recess aides.  Thank you. 
 

Bright IdeasȣȢMonica McNee Guinan, Coordinator of Gifted and Talented Coordinator 

 
 

Fourth Grade Stock Market Game Groups will begin meeting in February after the winter break. 

 

Our Forensics Team will be competing at TheatreFest 2012 at Chatham Middle School on March 24 from 

9:30am  until — 2:00pm.  Students will be presenting comic and dramatic monologues as well as comic and 

dramatic pair scenes. 

 

Arts Workshop Participants will be receiving updates through the mail in February regarding workshop meet-

ing dates. 

 

Additional ACE Program class schedules can be found outside Room 26.  If you have any questions, please 

feel free to call me at 974-457-2507, ext. 4017. 
 
          

From the Music Department…..Laurie DeBiasse 
 

Attention Fifth Grade Band Families:  The Fifth Grade Band will perform at the Breakfast 

with the Musicians on Saturday morning, February 25th.  Specific times have not yet been an-

nounced.  The breakfast is a fund raiser for the Chatham Music and Theater Boosters.  Please 

reserve the date for a fun performance! 

 

Any band students who would like some fun music to play in addition to their band music and 

lesson books are welcome to order ―Tons of Tunes‖ from Elefante Music.  ―Tons of Tunes‖ is 

32 well-know songs for 4th and 5th grade band students and comes complete with 

an accompaniment CD.  Please send a check for $11.00 made out to Elefante Music 

to Mrs. DeBiasse before January 25th.  Thank you. 



 

 ñThe Pressured Child: Helping Your Child Find Success in 
School and in Lifeò 

a parenting presentation by Dr. Michael Thompson  
  

Monday, January 30th ï 7PM  
Chatham High School Auditorium  

  
 
Michael G. Thompson is a psychologist, school consultant, and author or co-author of eight books, 
including the New York Times bestseller, ñRaising Cain: Protecting the Emotional Life of Boys,ò 
ñSpeaking of Boys: Answers to the Most-Asked Questions about Raising Sonsò and ñBest Friends, 
Worst Enemies: Understanding the Social Lives of Children.ò His newest book, ñItôs a Boy!: Under-
standing Your Sonôs Development from Birth to Eighteen was published by Ballantine Books in 
March of 2008. 
  
A dedicated speaker and traveler, Dr. Thompson has spoken at or consulted to more than 500 
schools in the U.S. and abroad. He has appeared on the Today Show, the Oprah Winfrey Show, 
ABC 20/20 and CBS 60 Minutes. He was the co-author, host and narrator of a two-hour PBS docu-
mentary entitled ñRaising Cain: Focus on Boysò which aired in January of 2006. 
 Co-Sponsored by: the Municipal Alliance Committee of the Chathams (MACC), SBS PTO, 
PTO of the Chathams, CHS PTO, CMS PTO, LAS PTO & MAS PTO  

Summer Music Program  
 
Remember to plan for the annual summer music program and  take advantage of this 
wonderful educational and recreational experience. Lafayette students attend summer 
band daily for one hour some time between 9:00  and 11:00. Summer 0rchestra also 
meets in the morning. Since the students play every day in summer music, it is an ex-
cellent opportunity to keep up with all of the wonderful musical skills that they have 
learned during year. They also go ahead and get a great head start on next year's mu-
sic!! Contact Dr. Bassin (jbassin@chatham-nj.org) for more information.  Thank you. 

A-DAY CAMP  
 

A-Day Camp’s 2012 summer sign-up has started.   

Come and join the FUN as we embark on new season with games, sports, crafts, and most of 

all FUN.  We have 8-10 daily activities, crafts, inflatables, rock walls, GAMES 2U day with 

laser tag, hamster balls and a video truck, free t-shirts, parents day, balloon launches and the 

most water fun around.  We have a nurse on staff and a top notch set of counselors.  Find out 

more at www.adaycamp.com or contract Mr. A. directly at (973) 769-0566. 

 

         Thank you, 

              Mr. A 



 

LIBRARY OF THE CHATHAMS  
 
FUN THINGS TO DO.. 

 
 
READ ALOUD TO THERAPY DOGS 
Sit down and read a favorite book to a gentle and loving dog from St. Hubert's. 
Wednesday, February 15     4:00 to 5:00 
 
LIBRARY CINEMA 
Disney's The Sword In The Stone    Rated G 
Tuesday, February 21           1:00 to 3:00 
 
LEGOPALOOZA! 
Build your own LEGO creation from our enormous collection of LEGOS.  All creations will be dis-
played in the Children's Room. 
Sunday, February 26      2:30 to 4:00 
 
***NEW PROGRAM***       TERRIFIC TUESDAYS CLUB        4:00 to 5:00 
Library Activities for Grades 4 to 7 For the Month of February  
Feb 7       Minute To Win It 
Feb 14     Fear Factor 
Feb 21     Harry Potter Party 
Feb 28     Jeopardy! Trivia Challenge 
Please call to register for the Terrific Tuesdays program.  973-635-0603 
 
VALENTINE FASHION HEADBAND 
Monday, February 13          4:00 to 5:00 
Grades 1 to 4          Limit 10 
Create your own fashionable Valentine's Day headband. 

Please call to register for this program.  973-635-0603 

      

Chatham Middle School will be performing  
  Disney's "Mulan Jr."  
 

 All School Production - The cast, directed by Christie Spriggs, contains 73 students 
representing all three grade levels of  the middle school, 6th, 7th, & 8th. 
 Plot: The show's heroine, Mulan, is a young girl who is struggling to find her role in a 
traditional Chinese society. Along her path to 'self  discovery' she meets several exciting char-
acters & embarks on an adventure that will change her future forever! 
The show dates include:  -Thursday, 2/2 "Twilight Performance" at  6:00 pm,  
   (Senior citizens are invited to attend this performance free  of  charge), 
    -Friday, 2/3 at 7:00 pm, 
    -Saturday, 2/4 at 7:00 pm, 
    -"Snow Date" Sunday 1/5 at 2:00 pm. 
 Tickets are available at the CMS main office during school hours. The  show is about 1 
hour without an intermission. 










