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Lafayette School

Å BELIEFS 

Å We believe that... 

Å ... learning is a lifelong process. 

Å ... high expectations promote high achievement. 

Å ... all individuals need to experience success. 

Å ... our schools must prepare students for a rapidly changing global society. 

Å ... quality education requires adequate resources. 

Å ... education is the shared responsibility of the student, family, school and community. 

Å ... it is important to provide a broad range of curricular offerings and learning experiences for 
all students. 

Å ... individual differences need to be acknowledged and respected. 

Å ... individuals are responsible and accountable for their actions. 

Å ... the school district has a role in defining, modeling and promoting values and ethics. 

Å ... people function best in a safe, supportive environment. 

Å ... people learn at different rates and in a variety of ways. 

Å ... active participation promotes more effective learning. 

Å ... individuals benefit when they cooperate to learn and learn to cooperate. 

Å ... there is joy and value in learning.



Lafayette School
It is not about being the best,

it is about being your best.
221 Lafayette Avenue

Å Chatham, NJ 07928
Å Main Number: 973-457-2507
Å Attendance Line: 973-457-2507, press 1
Å Fax: 973-457-2493
Å

Å Cheryl Russo, Principal
Å crusso@chatham-nj.org
Å

Å Marco  Freyre, Assistant Principal
Anti-Bullying Specialist

Å mfreyre@chatham-nj.org973-457-2507 ext. 4004

Å Sally Kelly
Å School Nurse
Å Sally.kelly@chatham-nj.org
Å 973-457-2507 press 1

mailto:crusso@chatham-nj.org
mailto:mfreyre@chatham-nj.org
mailto:murbanowicz@chatham-nj.org


Child Study Team & Support Staff

Å Caryn BadianΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ{ǇŜŜŎƘ-Language Therapist

Å Jana DerkowskiΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΦ{ŎƘƻƻƭ {ƻŎƛŀƭ ²ƻǊƪŜǊ

Å Dŀƛƭ IŀǘŎƘΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦtƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ¢ƘŜǊŀǇƛǎǘ

Å Lorraine LibertiΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ 5ƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊ-Consultant

Å Christopher MagnoΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ{ŎƘƻƻƭ tǎȅŎƘƻƭƻƎƛǎǘ

Å BinatŀǘŜƭΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦhŎŎǳǇŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ¢ƘŜǊŀǇƛǎǘ

Å YƛƳ ±ƻƎǘΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ.ŜƘŀǾƛƻǊƛǎǘ

Å /ƛƴŘȅ ²ŜƛƴŜǊΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ{ŎƘƻƻƭ /ƻǳƴǎŜƭƻǊ



Special Education Teachers

Å Fourth & Fifth Grade:

Å Jackie Bradley

Å Melissa Curcio

Å LyndsayDahdah

Å Kelly Flannigan

Å Ashley Hutson

Å Jodi Keenan

Å Michael Liberato

Å Vicky McCullough

Å ChrissyMcGookin

Å Keith Seminerio

Å Jessica Taylor



NURSE
Sally Kelly

973-457-2507 ext 4006
ÅMEDICATION

The administration of medication to a student during school 
hours will be permitted when failure to take such medication 
would jeopardize the health of the student or the student 
would not be able to attend school if the medicine were not 
administered during school hours. Only the school nurse or 
parent may administer the medication during school hours. 
Necessary forms must be completed by the parent and 
physician before the medication can be administered in 
school.Forms can be obtained on the Student Health 
webpage. (See Authorization for Administration of 
aŜŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ άChwa{έύΦ   All medication must be 
brought to school in the original container and stored in the 
health office.  



NURSE
ÅILLNESS

Illnesses occurring during the school day will be 
evaluated, and the student will either be sent home or 
allowed to rest in the Health Office and then return to 
class at the discretion of the school nurse. Students with 
a suspected communicable disease will be sent home 
and re-admitted only after evaluation and clearance by 
their healthcare provider.  The Districts of the Chathams’ 
policy states that if a child has a temperature of 100 
degrees or more, they are to be sent home.

ÅPHYSICAL EXAMINATIONS
Physical exams are required for new students entering 
the district. They are also recommended, at least once, 
during each developmental stage, at early childhood 
(pre-school through grade 3), pre-adolescence (grade 4 
through 6), and adolescence (grade 7 through 12).



4th Grade Daily Schedule: A-F Days
4th Grade A B C D E F

8:50 Focus For Five

8:55 Homeroom-LAF Live

Per 1 * 9:00-9:38 Math Language Arts Math Language Arts Math Language Arts

Per 2 * 9:40-10:18 Science Language Arts Science Language Arts Science Language Arts

Per 3  * 10:20-10:58 Art Language Arts LMC Language Arts Music Science

Per 4  * 11:00-11:38 LUNCH

Per 5 * 11:40-12:18 Language Arts Math Language Arts Math Language Arts Math

12:20-12:25 Focus for Five

Per 6  * 12:26-1:04 Design & Technology Math Language Arts Math Language Arts Math

Per 7  * 1:08-1:46 Social Studies Social Studies Social Studies Social Studies Social Studies Language Arts

Per 8 * 1:48-2:26 Spanish HPE Spanish HPE Spanish HPE

Per 9 * 2:28-3:06 Research & Inquiry 2:25 - 2:35                   

Homeroom                             

2:37 - 3:15                          

Applied Music

Science 2:25 - 2:35                  

Homeroom                             

2:37 - 3:15                          

Applied Music

Character 2:25 - 2:35                   

Homeroom                             

2:37 - 3:15                          

Applied Music3:06 - 3:15 Homeroom Homeroom Homeroom



Lafayette General Education Structure

Å16 total general education 4th grade teachers

Å14 total general education 5th grade teachers

ÅEach Grade:

ïTeaching “Teams”

ïMath/Science  &  Language Arts

ïAll teachers teach Social Studies

ïStudents will switch classes



Specials
ÅArt

ÅMusic

ÅPhysical Education/Health

ÅLibrary

ÅSpanish

ÅDesign & Technology



Character

ÅOne period per 6-day cycle.

ÅActivities include:
ï-Responsive Classroom

ïTeam Building Activities

ïMonthly Books

ïClassroom Novels

Taught by classroom teacher and/or School 
Counselor



Applied Music

ÅBand

ÅOrchestra

ÅChorus

ÅTheater



Arrival/Dismissal

Å Before School Procedures 

Å Once dropped off, all students will gather at the back of the school.

Å At the 8:35  a.m. bell, children are expected to line up  with their homerooms and enter the building quietly at the 8:40 a.m. bell. 

Å Inclement Weather- On days of inclement weather, fourth grade students will gather in the cafeteria and fifth grade students will gather in the gym. 

Å Please arrive to school on time; tardiness impacts the student’s morning which has an impact on learning for the rest of the day. 

Å Bell Schedule 
Å We will adhere to the following bell schedule: 

Å 8:35 a.m. –Early line-up 
Å 8:40 a.m. –Signal to enter 
Å 8:45 a.m. –Begin Homeroom 
Å 3:05 p.m. –Homeroom 
Å 3:15 p.m. - Dismissal 

ï Dismissal  Procedure
Å All busserswill be dismissed at 3:13 p.m.  All other students will wait for the 3:15  p.m. bell to dismiss. 
Å Pick-up will be at the High school circle. Detailed maps will be available on the Lafayette website for pick up and drop off procedures.



Homework

Å Homework should be defined as any study assignment given to students 
for the purpose of extending, enriching and strengthening what is taught 
in the classroom. This definition is very broad and provides for a variety of 
options and assignments differing in quantity, form, length, frequency and 
sophistication. Homework is an important extension of the learning that 
takes place in school. It can provide practice and drill to reinforce critical 
skills, provide opportunities for extension/enrichment, and lead students 
into independent study, research, and creative thinking. 

Å In addition: 
Å Homework  will not be assigned on the eve of Back to School Night, 

Concerts, Head Show, Roller Skating Parties, Jewish Holidays, and during 
State Testing. 

Å If your child is absent for two days, the nurse will place a homework 
request form in your teacher’s mailbox. 



Range of Special Education Services
Matching students’ needs with programs.

Å Self-Contained:  Multiple Disabilities Special Class/Learning-Language Disabilities Class

Students participate in  individual and small group instruction outside the  designated general education 
homeroom classroom.  Most appropriate when students require a separate program, more remediation, 
specialized instruction, or different curriculum.  Students may be exempt from special/s and may be 
mainstreamed for one or more of their academic subjects when appropriate.

-Language Arts -Math -Science -Social Studies

Å Resource Center

Students participate in small group instruction outside the general education classroom.  Most appropriate 
when students require more remediation, specialized instruction, or different curriculum in a subject area.  

-Language Arts -Math

Å In-Class Resource (Co-Teaching)

Students participate in large and small group instruction within the  general education classroom. Most 
appropriate when students are nearing grade level skills and continue to work on grade level curriculum with 
accommodations.  

(Ranges from minimal support to maximum support)

-Language Arts -Math

Å Mainstream Support with a Paraprofessional

-Language Arts -Math

-Social Studies -Science -Lunch/Recess and Specials

http://www.google.com/imgres?um=1&hl=en&safe=active&sa=N&rls=com.microsoft:en-us:IE-SearchBox&biw=1143&bih=637&tbm=isch&tbnid=NyEyM-AzNU3RbM:&imgrefurl=http://www.up140.jacksn.k12.il.us:8080/Smith/readingpix.htm&docid=JiOzWQ59E4OJhM&imgurl=http://www.up140.jacksn.k12.il.us:8080/Smith/j0233920.gif&w=271&h=163&ei=oU-QT9zANOeJ6AHEhMyqBA&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=118&vpy=330&dur=2000&hovh=130&hovw=216&tx=123&ty=53&sig=111609969559680044099&page=1&tbnh=105&tbnw=175&start=0&ndsp=16&ved=1t:429,r:5,s:0,i:80
http://www.google.com/imgres?um=1&hl=en&safe=active&sa=N&rls=com.microsoft:en-us:IE-SearchBox&biw=1143&bih=637&tbm=isch&tbnid=NyEyM-AzNU3RbM:&imgrefurl=http://www.up140.jacksn.k12.il.us:8080/Smith/readingpix.htm&docid=JiOzWQ59E4OJhM&imgurl=http://www.up140.jacksn.k12.il.us:8080/Smith/j0233920.gif&w=271&h=163&ei=oU-QT9zANOeJ6AHEhMyqBA&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=118&vpy=330&dur=2000&hovh=130&hovw=216&tx=123&ty=53&sig=111609969559680044099&page=1&tbnh=105&tbnw=175&start=0&ndsp=16&ved=1t:429,r:5,s:0,i:80


Parent concerns 

ÅChanging classes/increased organizational demands

ïAll teachers (gen edand special ed) have a shared 
responsibility for the students placed in the classroom.

ÅCase Manager:  you will be informed who your case 
manager will be within the first two weeks of school

Email addresses: first initial last name @chatham-nj.org
e.g.: Christopher Magno Cmagno@chatham-nj.org



Supporting Your Child’s Transition

ÅGenerally a LAF Child Study Team member attends 
3rd graders annual reviews
ÅChild Study Teams from MAS, WAS, SBS meet with 

the LAF CST to facilitate understanding of needs and 
appropriate placement.
ÅMrs. Russo visits all elementary schools to meet with 

students for a Q&A
ÅLAF visit: June 2nd
ÅOpen House: September 1st                                           

3:00pm-4:00pm



QUESTIONS?



Thank You!

WELCOME TO 
LAFAYETTE !!!


